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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – August 3, 2022 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

and remotely using Zoom Meeting 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair W. William Hutwelker III at 5:30 pm at Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, 
Swanzey, NH and remotely using Zoom Meeting. Present at Whitcomb Hall were Selectmen Kenneth P. 
Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III and Sylvester Karasinski. Also present was Town Administrator Michael 
Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. Zoom ID 235 370 4380 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Tax Collector Kevin Westcott, Swanzey Cal Ripken President Jonathan Hoden, Recycling Center Manager Josh 
Whipple, Resident Kristin Trombly, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, Fire Chief Bill Gould 
 
MINUTES 

 The regular meeting Minutes of July 28, 2022 were considered. There was a motion by Karasinski to 
approve the meeting Minutes of July 28, 2022. There was a second by Colby and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Karasinski to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Colby.  All were in 
favor.  Motion passed. 

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 

 Intent-to-Cut – Map 68 Lot 8 

 Personnel Action Reports  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
Kristin Trombly requested an addendum be made to the agreement between the Town and Swanzey Cal 
Ripken regarding the use of Lane Fields. She read the verbiage she would like to see in the agreement 
regarding changes to the property going before the Planning Board.  She asked the Board to modify the 
agreement with an addendum to include the verbiage she provided and to also apply regulations by State 
statute.  Trombly said she would provide a copy to Branley.   
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Tax Collector Kevin Westcott – Consideration of Acceptance of Tax Deeds 
The Board discussed the properties presented for tax deed by Tax Collector Kevin Westcott.  Jasmin said 
Westcott has been a great working partner as Tax Collector, which is very valuable. Colby recommended not 
to tax deed those property owners who have a payment plan in place to pay toward their tax obligation.  
Hutwelker said the report is very helpful.  He asked whether Westcott wants to move forward. Jasmin said 
the properties should be checked for any environmental issues before moving ahead. He said he would 
provide a report. Jasmin said he would get it done in two weeks so he could provide it to the Board at their 
next meeting on August 17th. The Board discussed waiving tax deed for those who have payment plans in 
place and are paying regularly. 
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Karasinski moved to waive accepting the tax deed for the following properties because payment 
plans exist: 

 Map 24 Lot 12 for property at 715 Old Homestead Hwy 

 Map 87 Lot 2/5046 for property at 64 Brookview Rd 

 Map 61  Lot 2/5 for property at 16 Webber Hill Rd 

 Map 3 Lot 26 for property at 105 Pondview Rd 

 Map 73 Lot 22/576 for property at 52 Mountainview Rd 

 Map 73 Lot 22/538 for property at 334 Flat Roof Mill Rd 

 Map 73 Lot 22/590 for property at 40 Cram Hill Rd 

 Map 33 Lot 79 for property at 46 Diana Dr. 
 
There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Swanzey Cal Ripken President Jonathan Hoden – Lane Field Improvements.   
Hoden said he made a mistake after his last meeting with the Board, thinking he could continue work on the 
property.  He said he thought the Planning Board meeting was to fine tune the project and not for a yes or 
not to move ahead. As a result, he said he wants to be transparent with the community. He said the 
renovation to O’Brien field is needed to address the parking issues as well as deteriorating field structures.  

1. Parking – safer environment needed by elimination of mid-facility parking 
2. Not seeking any approval for any lighting 
3. Tree removal was discussed with Director of Department of Public Works, Joe DiRusso.  He said the 

plan is to enhance safety of the overall facility. 
4. Fence extension – an additional 70-80’ along the northeastern side of the property. He noted the 

existing fence on east, was meant to eliminate any individuals going onto Trombly property. 
5. Current parking – Hoden said the coaches have been asked to not approach folks who are parking on 

South Road. Confronting some of those folks doesn’t go well. It is a police issue. He said he is looking 
into signs which state “no parking”. He added he will be going to Planning Board meeting on August 
11 with more information regarding parking. 
 

A ten year plan for the property will be submitted sometime this fall.  He said he will work with Rec Director 
for soccer play, a new playground area and to have one large parking area to accommodate all parking.  Two 
or three handicap parking spaces are going to be considered.  
 
Parking on South Road – Jasmin said he spoke to District 4 about making this an official no parking zone. He 
said the goal is to have a plan that everyone can agree with. Hutwelker spoke about No Parking signs on 
Route 12 opposite Dunkin Donuts. Branley said as long as the state approves, we can have the signs. Trombly 
noted asking to lower the speed limit, but Jasmin said the State won’t do it.  He said the use of area doesn’t 
override the normal speed limit for that sort of road.  
 
Hoden said he is trying to be transparent, and nothing is being asked tonight.  He referred to complaints that 
he has heard about and he wants to be sure to address issues raised by those complaints.  He spoke about 
having fewer tournaments this year.  Hoden said parking on the actual facility could add 100 parking spaces 
in the ten year plan. It will take a lot of money to accomplish, but it will be a safer environment.   
 
Hoden said the ten-year plan is not part of the approval for the next Planning Board meeting. He said we 
have to solve the parking problem.  He noted he didn’t show parking in other places on the plan before the 
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Planning Board and he needs to complete the parking spaces on the plan.  Jasmin added there is a need to 
accommodate what the Recreation Director is planning for use of the fields as well. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Updating the Town’s disposal fees at the Recycling Center pursuant to RSA 41:9-a.   
Public hearing opened at 6:00 pm. 
 
The Board considered the updated disposal fees for the Recycling Center. The Board asked for questions or 
comments.  Whipple said we are on a par with neighboring towns’ fees.  $75 is a little low for shingles but is 
offset by other fees for items like for sheetrock.  He spoke about closing gaps in costs versus fees charged. He 
said he thinks the new pricing is fair.  He said he wants to initiate the new fees on October 1, 2022. He added 
that from Oct 1 – 31st new facility passes will be available. 
 
Karasinski suggested tires amnesty could be more frequent. Whipple said he could do that.  He said about 
$60,000 or so is return for recycling, year to year. There was a brief further discussion about shingles.   
 
The Chair asked for any further comments or questions and there were none. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:10 pm 
 

Karasinski moved to adopt the new disposal fees for the Recycling Center as proposed effective 
October 1, 2022. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Pursuant to RSA 31:95-b, acceptance and expenditure of unanticipated funds in the amount of $50,000 
from the Governor’s Office for Emergency Relief & Recovery. 
Public hearing opened at 6:11 pm. 
 
The Board considered the unanticipated funds and asked for comments or questions from the public.  Chief 
Gould spoke briefly about the radios. Branley noted the state funding for radios is a help.  This funding will 
help reach a total of 29 radios, and will need another 11 after this.  
 
The Chair asked for further comments or questions and there were none. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:13 pm. 
 

Karasinski moved to accept unanticipated funds in the amount of $50,000 from the Governor’s Office 
for Emergency Relief & Recovery and authorize the following expenditures: 
Fire Department portable radios and related expenses with $47,779 from the Governor’s Office for 
Emergency Relief & Recovery and $4,517.25 from the Emergency Communications Expendable Trust 
Fund and Ready Rack Open Gear Racks with $2,221 from the Governor’s Office for Emergency Relief 
& Recovery and $4,173 from the Fire Department Operating Budget. There was a second to the 
motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Pursuant to RSA 31:95-b, acceptance and expenditure of unanticipated funds in the amount of $50,502 
from the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation  
Public hearing opened at 6:13 pm 
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The Board considered that this money will help pay for phase 1 of the Swanzey Center Sidewalk Expansion 
project, extending the existing sidewalk on Sawyers Crossing Road to Cedar Road with the goal to be connect 
to the Covered Bridge, parking area, and rail trail. The Chair asked for comments or questions from the 
public.  Karasinski noted he said the Mt. Caesar day camp folks walking along the road and the sidewalks 
would be helpful. There were no further comments. 
 
Public hearing closed at 6:14 pm. 
 

Karasinski moved to accept and expend unanticipated funds in the amount of $50,502 from the 
Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation for Swanzey Center sidewalk expansions and 
improvements and to authorize the Town Administrator to sign for the funding. There was a second 
to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS   
First Responders Non-restricted Account – Consideration of Expenditure  
Branley informed the Board that former Police Officer Dennis Abrams has a serious medical issue and could 
benefit from some assistance.  Karasinski added the former officer is on a fixed income and could use the 
financial assistance. 
 

Karasinski moved to authorize the expenditure of $500 from the First Responders Non-restricted 
Account to Dennis Abrams. There was a second to the motion by Colby and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Petition from North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct to Expand District Boundaries  
Branley explained that the Town has officially been petitioned to expand the precinct south to include 321 
Old Homestead Highway and match the sewer system’s boundaries.  He said the process is for the Selectmen 
to hold a public hearing, after which the Board votes whether to proceed or not.  If the vote is in the 
affirmative, the Selectmen call a meeting of the current precinct and proposed new voters, where they must 
then vote in the affirmative for the district to be expanded. 
 
Branley said there will be a public hearing in the near future, but this is preliminary information for the 
Selectboard.  
 
OTHER MATTERS 
Jasmin updated the Board about regarding the proposed addition to Fire Station #3.  We received no bids 
and the deadline has been extended.  Jasmin said he is expecting to still receive no bids and floated the idea 
of the Town serving as general contractor and lining up sub-contractors for each phase.  He said he would 
report back. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSION(S) 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(b) The Hiring of Public Employee(s) 
 

Motion was made by Karasinski to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(b) the Hiring of 
Public Employee(s). The motion was seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll 
call to go into non-public session at 6:20 p.m. Motion passed. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and 
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Sylvester Karasinski. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Beverly Bernard. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion 
was seconded by Colby with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-pubic session ended at 6:22 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes. Motion 
passed. 

 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public 
employee or the disciplining of such employee 
 

Motion was made by Karasinski to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(a) the 
dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such employee. 
The motion was seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into non-
public session at 6:23 p.m. Motion passed. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker 
III, and Sylvester Karasinski. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording 
Secretary Beverly Bernard. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to leave non-public session and return to public session. The motion 
was seconded by Colby, with all in favor. Motion passed. Non-pubic session ended at 6:24 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Karasinski to seal the minutes of the non-public session. The motion was 
seconded by Colby. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to seal the minutes. Motion 
passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Karasinski. The motion was seconded by Colby without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on August 17, 2022 
 


